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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN FLIGHTS TO TRANSIT SRI LANKA 

1 .DURING PERIODIC EXCHANGE OF NOTES FEBRUARY 9 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, DR. HYO WON 
CHO, TOLD US THAT SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT (GSL) HAD 
APPROVED REQUEST FOR TWO NORTH KOREAN FLIGHTS TO 
TRANSIT BANDARANAIKE AIRPORT (BIA). ACCORDING TO CHO, 

FIRST FLIGHT WOULD LEAVE NORTH KOREA FEBRUARY 16, 

TRANSIT BIA FEBRUARY 17 BETWEEN 1500 AND 1630 HOURS 

AND TRANSIT ON RETURN THREE DAYS LATER. SECOND FLIGHT 

WOULD LEAVE NORTH KOREA FEBRUARY 26 AND FOLLOW SAME TIMETABLE. 

2. CHO ALSO PROVIEDED FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

(A) PURPOSE OF FLIGHTS GIVEN TO "OPEN REGULAR 
FLIGHTS TO AFRICA." 

(B) PILOTS WILL BE NORTH KOREANS BUT THERE WILL BE FIVE 
RUSSIANS ABOARD. 

(C) AIRCRAFT IS TU 54, AIRCRAFT NO. 551, CALL SIGN 
MBROA. 
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